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Mutual Recognition Model for Multi-State Licensure 

Background 

The practice of critical care transport often requires that transport nurses cross state borders to 
render patient care and provide transport. Many questions have been raised about the licensing 
and management of nursing practice in these situations. It is beneficial to both nurses and the 
transport programs in which they are employed to contact their respective state boards of nursing 
for legal counsel related to providing patient care in the multiple states in which the transport 
programs are based.  
 
In 1996, the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) began to explore the 
development of some form of multi-state licensure. A number of models were discussed; 
consensus eventually was achieved to support a compact model used by states to share goods and 
services. The Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC) was implemented in 2000, allowing nurses to 
obtain a license (in their state of residence or where they obtained their current license) and 
practice in other NLC states (both physically and electronically), subject to each state’s practice 
laws and regulations.  
 
To help streamline renewal processes and reduce application fees for nurses, as well as 
incorporate new standards not included in the original compact, the Enhanced Nursing Licensure 
Compact (eNLC) was enacted in 2017. In January 2018, new multi-state licenses were issued to 
all nurses who applied to transition from their previous NLC license. New nurses obtaining their 
first license still need to apply for a license via their state website but have the option to apply for 
the eNLC with their permanent address. These nurses can then practice in all eNLC states 
without delay. The NCSNB website (www.ncsbn.org) has a map of the United States that shows 
the eNLC status of all 50 states and US territories. Once a state joins the eNLC, that state’s board 
of nursing contacts all nurses registered with the state. Nurses with NLC licenses should verify 
that their license is part of the eNLC. Nurses are responsible for providing a current address to 
their state board of nursing to determine compact license eligibility. 
 

http://www.ncsbn.org/


ASTNA Position 

• ASTNA supports the eNLC, as it eliminates costly duplication of renewal efforts and 
registration fees caused by requiring transport nurses to obtain multiple licenses to 
practice in multiple states. 

• ASTNA recognizes that members who practice in multiple states as a part of a transport 
program are responsible for obtaining and maintaining their eNLC license or an 
appropriate state license to practice; members are encouraged to obtain the support of 
their transport program in pursuing eNLC licenses. 
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The Air & Surface Transport Nurses Association (“ASTNA”) is a nonprofit membership organization for the 
advancement of transport nursing and quality patient care. In furtherance of this mission, ASTNA may develop and 
publish position statements, best practices, educational materials, research results and other materials (‘ASTNA 
statements”) which contain opinions, recommendations and information. ASTNA statements should not be taken as 
applying to any particular situation or constituting advice, and may be used only as general educational references. 
Decisions in the field of transport nursing and patient care require independent judgement, fact-specific knowledge 
and the application of experience by those making decisions. ASTNA statements are not an endorsement of any 
course of action and the opinions, recommendations and information in ASTNA statements may change at any time. 
ASTNA has no obligation to update, correct or clarify any ASTNA statements. ASTNA assumes no liability to 
individuals or property arising out of or relating to ASTNA positions. 
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