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Background 

Critical care transport programs across the world are called upon to provide assistance during 
times of community need and are a foundation of initial disaster response in local communities. 
Because disasters or incidents of significant scale can occur in any community at any time, 
transport programs must be prepared to provide immediate response to both natural and man-
made disasters. Transport nurses should understand the levels of response available in their 
community and the command structure that helps guide this response.1 

Because transport programs are integrated into local, state, regional, and federal responses to 
disasters and emergencies, a culture of preparedness must be cultivated that allows for a scalable, 
flexible, and adaptable response during times of community need. Not all calls for assistance will 
escalate beyond a local response. Transport programs must be prepared to respond to disasters of 
all forms. 

The United States relies on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) National 
Preparedness System to ensure readiness by focusing on the following six components: 
identifying and assessing risk, estimating capability requirements, building and sustaining 
capabilities, planning to deliver capabilities, validating capabilities, and reviewing and updating.2 
This system can be used as a guide for transport programs to assess their individual and system 
readiness, as follows: 

• What do we need to prepare for? 

• What level of capability is needed? 

• What are our current capabilities? 

• What gaps exist between desired and current capabilities? 

• How should these gaps be addressed? 

Preparedness is accomplished through proactive planning and education. Transport programs 
should ensure personnel have completed education programs that provide standardized curricula 



related to disaster response and preparedness, such as the following FEMA independent study 
courses: 

• IS-100.c  An Introduction to the Incident Command System  

• IS-200.b  ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents  

• IS-700.b  An Introduction to the National Incident Management System  

• IS-800.c  National Response Framework, an Introduction  

• IS-5.A  An Introduction to Hazardous Materials 

For transport program leaders, the following courses are highly recommended: 

• ICS-300  Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents  

• ICS-400  Advanced ICS for Command and General Staff – Complex Incidents  

Transport programs should actively participate with their EMS and preparedness community 
partners to help build a culture of preparedness.3 Because disasters always begin at the local 
level, and often occur without warning, an organizational preparedness program with the 
following attributes is needed: a clear vision, actionable objectives and goals, defined 
deliverables and timelines, and a schedule of regular review. 

Responding to a disaster can be a fulfilling endeavor, but these experiences also take a toll on the 
mind, body, and spirit of team members.3 It is important to remember all who may be impacted 
by the stress of a disaster response and have in place education and resources that address stress 
and the possibility of physiologic and psychological consequences of unprocessed, unmitigated 
trauma. Programs should provide education and training on how to identify stress reactions and 
offer processes and resources to assist affected individuals. 

ASTNA Position 

• ASTNA supports the FEMA National Incident Management System (NIMS) as the 
standard to preventing, protecting, mitigating, responding, or recovering from a disaster. 

• ASTNA believes transport programs must build and maintain a culture of preparedness 
with guidance from FEMA’s National Preparedness System. 

• ASTNA believes planning and education are the best means to ensure preparedness and 
that education programs should be reviewed and updated on a regular basis.  

• ASTNA believes transport programs should be active and collaborative in their 
integration with local, state, regional, and federal partners and that program affiliation 
never impact or influence decisions during a disaster response. 
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